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This application should be refused due to the following 
reasons. If the applicant has any opinion with respect to this 
notice, the applicant is requested to submit his/her opinion 
within 60 days from the date on which this notice was dispatched. 
Reason 



1. The invention related to the following claims of the present 
application corresponds to the one that could have been made 
easily by an ordinary engineer in the field of the art which the 
invention belongs to, based on the invention (s) disclosed in the 
following publications distributed, or based on the invention (s) 
which had come to be available to the public through electronic 
communication lines or the Internet, before the present 
application was filed in Japan or foreign countries, and 
therefore, is deemed to be unpatentable under the provision of 
Article 29(2) of the Patent Law. 



Reason 
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Note (See the List of Cited References below as to the 
cited references . ) 

• Claims 1-4, 9-12 and 17 - 20 

• Cited References 1-3 

• Remarks 

• Concerning the claims 1 and 9 

The cited reference 1 discloses (see Fig. 7 and the like) an 
image processing apparatus generating the CMYK color image 
based on the RGB image data, and the disclosed invention is 
configured to include a color separation circuit determining 
whether each pixel of the original image data is chromatic 
color or achromatic color, a photograph separation circuit 
separating the photographic area by counting the pixels 
having characteristics of photographic image in a target 
block of the original image data, a UCR circuit capable of 
converting, with a different converting condition, the RGB 
image data into CMYK data for printing, and a determination 
circuit determining a converting condition appropriate for 
the image data area. To apply the aforementioned 
configuration to the inventions related to the claims 1 and 
9 of the present application is the thing that an ordinary 
engineer in the field could have done easily. 

• Concerning the claims 2-3 and 10 - 11 

In the paragraph 0031 of the cited reference 2, there is 
disclosed whether the target pixel is chromatic or not is 
determined by calculating the maximum density of the RGB 
signal in each pixel. In addition, as described in the 
paragraph 0025 of the cited reference 3, when the difference 
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between the color components in RGB is within a 
predetermined threshold value, that the target pixel is 
achromatic is determined, which is the design matter that an 
ordinary engineer in the field could have done appropriately, 

• Concerning the claims 4 and 12 

In the paragraph 0046 of the cited reference 1, "the 
determination circuit 13 generates a black character area 
signal ... by edge separation (ON) , photograph separation 
(OFF) and color separation (OFF) ... . " Accordingly, it is 
recognized that the area determined to be black characters 
is converted to only the color K, and the area other than 
the area determined to be black characters is converted to 
the mixed colors of CMYK. Thus, applying the aforementioned 
invention to the present inventions related to the claims 4 
and 12 is what the ordinary engineer in the field could have 
done easily. 

• Concerning the claims 17 through 20 

The inventions related to the claims 17 through 20 
correspond to a program causing the inventions related to 
the claims 9 through 11 to be executed, a recording medium 
storing the subject program, a printing apparatus 
incorporating the program, and a host apparatus. 
Accordingly, as aforementioned, the subject inventions could 
have been done easily by an ordinary engineer in the field 
based on the inventions as described in the cited references 
1 through 3 . 

<Claims for which no reasons for refusal are currently 
f ound> 

Concerning the inventions related to the claims 5 through 8, 
and 13 through 16, no reasons for refusal are currently 
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found. However, if another reason for refusal is found, 
another Notice will be notified. 

List: of Cited References 

1. Japanese Patent Laid-Open Publication No. Hei 8-307717 ^ 

2. Japanese Patent Laid-Open Publication No. Hei 11-331573 - 

3. Japanese Patent Laid-Open Publication No. 2002-64717 



Reason that the present Notice is made final 
1. This is the Notice of Reasons for Refusal in which only the 
reasons for refusal needed to notify by the Amendment made by 
the Applicant in the Response to the Office concerning the first 
Notice of Reasons for Refusal. 

If the applicant has any inquiry on the present Notice of 
Reasons for Refusal, please contact Mr. Kohichiroh HATANO, 
Imaging Process (Still image) of the 4th Examination Dept., at 
03-3581-1101 (Ex. 3571) . 
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